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Forum themes: Fairer 

 

The 2009 OECD Forum programme reflects the objectives of the OECD for sustainable growth 
in a world economy that is not only stronger but also cleaner and fairer. 

To make the world economy stronger, we must revitalise it by improving regulation, 
strengthening private and public sector governance, promoting well-regulated, effective 

markets for trade and investment , and enhancing robust “green” growth. 

To make the world economy cleaner, we need to promote transparency and integrity, fight 

corruption and money-laundering, combat tax evasion, address corporate governance 
failures and restore public trust in public and private institutions. We must confront climate 

change and clean up the environment. 

To make the world economy fairer, we must boost employment and social inclusion, spread 

opportunity, improve equity, provide decent education and healthcare, and build 

development goals more firmly into the core of our global policy thinking and strategies. 

 
 
 

Fairer 
  

▪ Education   

▪ Health economics   

▪ Gender and development   

▪ Financing development   

▪ Food security   

 
 

Education 

In times of economic crisis, spending on education suffers in both rich and poor countries. 
Public budgets shrink and high tuition fees become harder for individuals to afford. 
Everything from physical infrastructure to teacher pay and student performance is hit. Some 

governments have set out to tackle this by investing in school infrastructure and future skills. 
Financial markets had started to play a larger role in funding education, notably through 
fees. Can these policies be sustained? Should they be modified? How can governments 
ensure that education systems contribute to realising their countries’ economic and social 

goals? 

 

 Health economics 

Historically, spending on healthcare rises faster during recessions than in boom times—and 

then remains at that higher level. According to some projections, spending rates for long-
term care of the elderly could quadruple by 2050. Improving the efficiency of healthcare 
systems is not a luxury: it is an urgent necessity, particularly at a time when the economic 
crisis is cutting deeply into public budgets even as the population across OECD countries 
ages. How will countries balance the growing need for long-term healthcare with the growing 

costs of such care? What hard choices will have to be made? How can governments ensure 



that all their citizens have equal access to affordable healthcare? How to cope with a global 
pandemic? And how can new technologies help deliver? 

 

 Gender and development 

While reports show that women generally excel at school, men frequently earn more and are 
more likely to hold positions of power in political and economic life. This gap, evident in 

nearly every OECD country, is even more pronounced in developing countries, where 
discrimination against young girls and women and customs throws up barriers to education 
and formal work. This in turn affects the development potential of whole communities and 
countries. While women in low-income countries often play an important role in their 
families, their role in public life—including economic life--is usually severely circumscribed. 

What is the impact of women’s absence from economic and political life on the development 
of a country? How can societies eliminate entrenched discrimination against women? What 

role should men play in gender and development programmes? 

 

 Financing development 

In 2008, total net official development assistance from members of the OECD’s Development 
Assistance Committee rose by 10.2% in real terms to USD 119.8 billion. This is the highest 
dollar figure ever recorded. However, the financial crisis is having a serious impact on low-

income countries. World trade is experiencing its largest decline since 1929 and commodity 
prices, particularly for the exports of low-income countries, are falling. Foreign direct 
investment and other private flows are on the decline, and remittances are expected to drop 
significantly in 2009. The budgets of many developing countries were hit hard by the rises in 

food and oil prices in the last two years. While the full effects and duration of the financial 
crisis are still to be seen, it is important for development aid to help compensate for the 
sharp reversal in overall flows to developing countries—and to keep the Millennium 
Development Goals on track. How can richer nations facing a crisis at home be urged to keep 
up with their development aid commitments? What is the developed world’s responsibility to 

low-income countries? How important is development aid to the world economy? 

 

 Food security 

The number of malnourished people around the world is estimated to rise to nearly a billion 
this year as the economic crisis takes its toll on developing countries. Increasing food 
production alone does not guarantee that hunger will be alleviated. In many cases, hunger is 
a problem of poverty or of accessibility to available food. There is ample evidence that efforts 

to stabilise prices have failed or have come at the expense of massive distortion of markets. 
How can food stocks be secured when the global population is expected to increase 50% by 
2050, when there is only a finite amount of cultivable land, and when climate change is 
uprooting all of our assumptions about agricultural production? Can a normal price 
mechanism encourage markets and resources to balance supply and demand? To what 

extent has speculative behaviour caused sharp price volatility and what might be done about 
it? How can freer trade help? What role can new technology play in alleviating food shortages 

and improving security? 

 


