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Innovation for Inclusive Development Conference 
Speaker Biographies 

 

 

Dr. Parveen Arora 

Advisor in the National Science and Technology Management 

Information of the Department of Science and Technology 

(DST), New Delhi, Government Of India. 

 

As a national expert on science, technology and innovation 

(STI) indicators spearheaded the national STI surveys and 

brought out several National S&T publications periodically 

such as R&D Statistics, R&D in Industry, Innovation bulletins 

etc leading to evidence based S&T Policy Planning in the 

country.  

 

Also played a crucial role in strengthening the innovation and S&T monitoring system in 

India and closely associated with international bodies such as UNESCO, OECD and other 

member countries in developing guidelines and benchmarking for STI indicators.  His 

engagement in this field has led to better appreciation of Bibliometric based research as 

policy input in India and other developing countries.  

 

Dr. Parveen Arora holds a Ph.D. in the area of National S&T Innovation from the Science 

Policy Unit of the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.  
 

--- 
 

Brian Child 

 

Brian has two decades of field experience working as an 

institutional economist, including private conservation in 

Zimbabwe, leading Zimbabwe’s Communal Area 

Management Programme for Indigenous Resources 

(CAMPFIRE), and as technical advisor on protected areas 

management and community conservation in the Luangwa 

Valley and Kafue National Park in Zambia.   

Brian has worked with the World Bank, Norway, UNDP, 

USAID and others on the management, financing, 

economics and governance of protected areas and 

community conservation.  He chaired IUCN’s Southern 
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African Sustainable Use Specialist Group for six years, and facilitated southern authors and 

practitioners to publish four books plus a special edition of Participatory Learning and 

Action on southern Africa’s radical approach to integrating biodiversity conservation and 

pro-poor development.   

He is currently an Associate Professor at the University of Florida where he co-chairs the 

MDP Programme.   

His primary interest is combining transdisciplinary research-into-action and educational 

capacity-building in southern Africa.  His area of interest is to ensure that the value of 

common pool wild resources and ecosystem services are translated into land use decisions, 

and the governance of this in ways that ensure equitable benefit sharing and the inclusion of 

the rural poor in solving environmental challenges.   

Brian has a Bsc in Agricultural Economics from the University of Zimbabwe and a Phd from 

the University of Oxford, where he was a Rhodes Scholar, studying the economy and ecology 

of wildlife in drylands in southern Africa. 

 

---- 
 
Adrian Ely 
Head of Impact and Engagement 
ESRC Steps Centre 

 
Dr Adrian Ely is a Lecturer at SPRU – Science and Technology 
Policy Research at the University of Sussex, UK and Head of 
Impact and Engagement at the ESRC STEPS Centre (Social, 
Technological and Environmental Pathways to 
Sustainability).   
 
Adrian previously convened the project Innovation, 
Sustainability, Development: A New Manifesto, which 
engaged colleagues at Sussex and partners from around the world in debates around STI 
for poverty alleviation, environmental sustainability and social justice.  This work 
continues through the STEPS Centre’s ongoing projects, including those on grassroots 
innovation and pro-poor, low carbon development.  
 
Adrian’s earlier research focussed on the regulation and governance of biotechnology, 
initially in comparative studies of EU-US approaches and more recently on studies in Africa 
and Asia, especially China (co-authoring the book ‘Regulating Technology: Global 
Harmonisation and Local Realities’). He is a co-investigator at the Centre for 
Bionetworking where he studies international collaboration in emerging fields of the life 
sciences. 
 

http://www.centreforbionetworking.org/
http://www.centreforbionetworking.org/
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Fred Gault 

Professor Extraordinaire 

Institute For Economic Research On Innovation (IERI) 

Tshwane University Of Technology 

 

Fred Gault is a Professorial Fellow at the United Nations 
University, MERIT, in the Netherlands where he has managed 
projects on innovation in Africa and worked with the African 
Union/NEPAD African Science, Technology and Innovation 
Indicators (ASTII) initiative. He is a Professor Extraordinaire 
at the Tshwane University of Technology in South Africa and, 
for two years, was a member of the management team working on the OECD Innovation 
Strategy released in May 2010.  
 
He is a former Visiting Fellow at Canada’s International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) where he worked on the place of innovation indicators in the development agenda. 
For two decades he was responsible for science, technology and innovation statistics at 
Statistics Canada and during that time he chaired the OECD Working Party on Indicators for 
the Information Society (1997-2002) and the Working Party of National Experts on Science 
and Technology Indicators (NESTI) (2002-2008). He currently chairs the NESTI Board, a 
broadly based advisory committee for NESTI. 
 
He holds degrees from Carleton and McGill Universities in Canada and from the University of 

London in the UK. In the UK he is a Fellow of the Institute of Physics, a professional Member 

of the British Computer Society and a Chartered Engineer. His most recent book, Innovation 

Strategies for a Global Economy: Development, Implementation, Measurement and 

Management, published by Edward Elgar, jointly with IDRC, was released in August 2010. He 

is currently editing the Elgar Handbook of Innovation Indicators and Measurement for 

release in 2013 

 

--- 

 

Dominique Guellec 

 

Dominique Guellec is Head of the STI’s Country Studies 

and Outlook (CSO) Division, created on 12 April 2010, 

which is responsible for conducting the analysis of 

country-specific information on member and non-member 

countries across the directorate. This notably includes the 

OECD Reviews of Innovation Policy, the STI Outlook, the 

web-based Innovation Policy Platform (IPP) and work 
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relating to innovation for development.  

Mr. Guellec joined the OECD in 1995 and has worked in the Statistics Directorate and the 
Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry on statistics and quantitative economic 
analysis of research and development, innovation and growth. From 2004-2005, Mr. Guellec 
was Chief Economist of the European Patent Office (Munich). Mr. Guellec has authored 
several books and many articles on patents, innovation and economic growth. His (co-) 
publications in English include The Economics of the European Patent System (Oxford 
University Press, 2007); From R&D to Productivity Growth: the Sources of Knowledge 
Spillovers and their Interaction (Oxford Review of Economics and Statistics, 2004). 

Of French nationality, Mr. Guellec is a graduate from the École nationale de la statistique et 
de l’administration économique (ENSAE, Paris). 

---- 

 

Yuko Harayama 
Deputy Director 
OECD Directorate For Science, Technology And Industry 
 
Yuko Harayama is the Deputy Director of the OECD’s 
Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry (STI) 
where she supports the Director to oversee OECD work on 
innovation, science and technology policy, business 
dynamics, information and communication technology 
policy as well as statistical work associated with each of 
these areas.  
 
Ms. Harayama is a professor of Science and Technology 
Policy at the Graduate School of Engineering of Tohoku 
University, presently on leave of absence. In Japan, she served as a Member of the Council 
for Science and Technology Policy (CSTP) at the Cabinet Office and a member of different 
commissions related to Science and Technology at the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sport, 
Science and Technology (MEXT) and the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.  
 
Her experience prior to Tohoku University includes being a Fellow at the Research Institute 
of Economy, Trade and Industry in Japan and an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Political Economy at the University of Geneva.  
 
Ms. Harayama is a citizen of Japan, holds a Ph.D. in Education Sciences and a Ph.D. in 

Economics both from the University of Geneva.  

 

---- 
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Michael Kahn 

Professor Extraordinaire, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch 

and Director, Research and Innovation Associates, Cape 

Town.Research and Innovation Associates. 

Michael Kahn is an analyst working on science, education and 

innovation policy, and develops instruments for strategy, 

planning, measurement, monitoring and evaluation in these 

fields. He has been advisor to Cabinet, a senior official in the 

Gauteg Provincial Government, education professor in 

Botswana and South Africa, and Executive Director of the 

Human Sciences Research Council. He is presently Professor 

Extraordinaire at Stellenbosch University. 

 

He works as an independent consultant to Government and multilateral organizations, and 

has made seminal contributions to education through the SYSTEM recovery initiative, the 

Dinaledi Schools Project, and the ICT in Education strategy of the Department of Education. 

He also had the opportunity to author the White Paper on Arts and Culture of 1996. 

Regarding innovation policy he has contributed to South Africa’s Green and White Papers on 

Science and Technology, led the development of the National Research and Technology 

Foresight study, and authored the Foresight Synthesis Report. Other policy contributions 

include the design of the Performance Measurement System for the Science Councils, and 

Flight of the Flamingoes study on mobility. 

 

He is currently a member of the Ministerial Committee appointed to Review South Africa’s 

innovation policy. 

 

His most recent assignments include projects for the World Bank, UNESCO, the Inter-

American Development Bank, the International Social Science Council, the International Gas 

Union, and European Science Foundation. He works closely with IDRC, OECD, UNESCO and 

the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, as well as the African Union/ NEPAD S&T initiatives. 

Professor Kahn has published widely on education and innovation policy. He serves on the 

Advisory Board of Research Policy, is a member of the Academy of Science of South Africa, 

and a board member of the Agriculture Research Council. 

 

---- 
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Dr. Anupam Khanna 
Chief Economist & Director-General, Policy Outreach At 
The National Association Of Software & Service 
Companies (Nasscom), India. 
 
He has served as Principal Adviser to the high-level 
National Transport Development Policy Committee set 
up by the Prime Minister to design an actionable 20-year 
strategy for transportation in India. Earlier he was Senior 
Advisor to the President of the Global Development 
Network, where he initiated research programs on 
climate change and on agricultural policies in Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia.  
  
Dr. Khanna relocated to India in early 2010 after spending almost thirty years with the 
World Bank in Washington D.C., the last five as Senior Manager (Director), Policy Support. 
He served as Senior Advisor to the SVP & Chief Economist (Joe Stiglitz) during 1997-2000 
and Special Assistant to two World Bank Presidents during 1989-91.  
 
From 2000-2003 Dr. Khanna was Chief Economist for Royal Dutch/Shell Group in London, 
where he advised top management on global economic and business trends, country risk, 
corporate strategy, and led economic work on Global Scenarios to 2020.  
 
He lived in Beijing, China during 1986-89 to help set up the World Bank’s Resident Mission 
and was responsible for manufacturing, mining, coal industry and electric power sectors as 
well as state enterprise reform and technology for rural industry.  
 
At the World Bank Dr. Khanna was Division Chief managing infrastructure operations in 
Indonesia and the South Pacific during 1992-97. He also served on both the Infrastructure 
and Environment Sector Boards since their inception through 2000. Anupam has extensive 
experience in economic policy, global governance, international finance, sustainable 
development of infrastructure including energy production, transport and urban services, 
technology and industrial innovation in emerging markets, particularly China, India, 
Indonesia, Philippines in Asia as well as Brazil, and Peru in Latin America, Kenya, Nigeria, 
Somalia and Zimbabwe in Africa and Hungary, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom in 
Europe.  
 
Anupam received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from I.I.T, Kanpur where he topped the 

B.Tech class of 1974.  Subsequently he attended Stanford University in California earning an 

M.S. in Electrical Engineering, another M.S. in Engineering-Economic Systems followed by a 

Ph.D.  He was a Visiting Fellow at Oxford University in 2003 and has participated in 

Executive Education programs at Stanford and Harvard University, MIT as well as the 

London School of Economics. 

 

---- 
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Esperanza Lasagabaster is Manager of the new Innovation, 

Technology and Enterprise Group at the World Bank. In her 

work, she delivers policy advice on the governance, design and 

implementation of policies and programs to foster innovation 

and entrepreneurship.  

 

She formerly worked as a Sr. economist in the Europe and 

Central Asia, Latin America, and South Asia Regions of the World 

Bank, and the Institute of International Finance. She has 

researched and published on innovation policy. She earned a 

Ph.D. and a M.Sc. in economics from Cornell University.  

 

--- 

 

Bingyou Lu 

Director of Comprehensive Plan and Supervision Department,  

China Rural Technology Development Center, MOST  

 

Bingyou Lu has extensive experience in the Chinese government as 

a council member of the management of scientific plans including 

the Spark Program in China. As well as serving as the current 

director of the Comprehensive Plan and Supervision Department 

he serves part time as a council member on both the China Agro-

technological Eextension Association and the Agricultural 

Technology Economy Association. He also serves on the editorial 

board for Agro-Environmental Protection and the Journal of 

Natural Resources. 

 

Bingyou has a Phd in Ecology from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and has published ten 

papers in top journals on questions opf environmental science and ecology in top journals.  

 

---- 
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Professor Gillian Marcelle 

 

Professor Gillian Marcelle is an Associate Professor of Strategy 

and Innovation at the Wits Business School. She is an active 

policy and academic research scholar with more than twenty 

years experience gained in developed and developing country 

settings and has a well established reputation in innovation 

policy scholarship and advocacy.  Gillian Marcelle focuses her 

research and teaching on strategy, innovation and capability 

building. Her research interests include: innovation for 

sustainability, innovation policy and management, firm-level 

capability building and learning, industry dynamics: telecoms 

and IT sector, and contemporary South African business and investment climate issues. She 

leads a research group on Strategic Management of Innovation 

(www.wits.ac.za/managinginnovation) and directs an interdisciplinary masters programme 

in innovation studies. She has considerable experience in high-level advocacy including 

serving as a member and on the Board of the UN ICT Task Force, at the invitation of the then 

Secretary General Kofi Annan. She also served as a member of the International Advisory 

Panel on ICT4Development, and founded a global advocacy network the WSIS Gender 

Caucus, which was active in the World Summit on Information Society.  She trained as an 

economist at the University of the West Indies, Trinidad and the Kiel Institute of World 

Economics, Germany, holds an MBA from George Washington University and a PhD from 

Science and Technology Policy (SPRU), Sussex University (UK). 

 

---- 

 

Rasigan Maharajh 
Chief Director of the Institute for Economic Research on 
Innovation in the Faculty of Economics 
and Finance at Tshwane University of Technology. 
 
He has previously held positions as the Head of Policy at the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research and the 
National Coordinator of the Science and Technology Policy 
Transition Project for first democratic government of South 
Africa. Prior to those appointments, he was employed by the 
International Development Research Centre; the Education 
Policy Unit of the University of Natal, Operation Upgrade of Southern Africa, the Macro-
Education Policy Unit of the University of Durban-Westville and the Labour and 
CommunityProject of the South African Council for Higher Education. Whilst engaged 
formally in the fields of literacy, education and human development work; Rasigan 

http://www.wits.ac.za/managinginnovation
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simultaneously held elected leadership positions within the student, youth and organised 
labour structures of the United Democratic Front, the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions and the African National Congress. Rasigan is an active member of the Global 
Network for the Economics of Learning, Innovation and Competence-building Systems 
where he has co-coordinated the Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa 
ResearchAgenda and the Universities in Development Project. 
 
Rasigan has a Doctor of Philosophy degree from the Forskningspolitiska Institutet of Lund 
University in Sweden, and is also an alumnus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal and 
Harvard Business School. He has also been associated with the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University and the Institute for Policy Research inEngineering, 
Science and Technology at the University of Manchester. Rasigan conducts research in the 
field of evolutionary political economy, innovation systems and public policy. He is involved 
in numerous international, continental and regional projects on the form, function and 
context of knowledge generation, application and diffusion in economic development, social 
cohesion and democratic governance. 
 
In 2012, Rasigan was appointed as Ministerial Representative to the Council of Rhodes 
University and also elected to the Senate of Tshwane University of Technology by the 
Faculty of Economics and Finance. His most recent academic publications include: Chapter 2 
in the African Innovation Outlook 2010: “Economic Growth and Human Development 
Challenges for Science, Technology and Innovation in Africa,” published by the African Union 
with Mario Scerri; and “Systemic Technological Innovation in Africa in 2030 CE,” Chapter 6 
in Africa towards 2030: Challenges for Development Policy, with Alioune Sall and Geci 
Karuri Sebina and published by Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
---- 

R.A. Mashelkar, F.R.S. 
National Research Professor, President of Global Research 

Alliance 

 

Dr. Mashelkar served as the Director General of Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), with thirty-eight 
laboratories and about 20,000 employees for over eleven 
years. He was also the President of Indian National 
Science Academy and President of Institution of Chemical 
Engineers (UK).  
 
Deeply connected with the innovation movement in India, 
Dr. Mashelkar is currently the Chairman of India’s National Innovation Foundation, Reliance 
Innovation Council, Thermax Innovation Council and Marico Innovation Foundation.  Dr. 
Mashelkar is on the Board of Directors of several reputed companies such as Reliance 
Industries Ltd., Tata Motors Ltd., Hindustan Unilever Ltd., GeneMedix Life Sciences Ltd., 
Indigene Pharmaceutifcals Ltd., ICICI Knowledge Park, Thermax Ltd., Piramal Life Sciences 
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Ltd., and KPIT Cummins Infosystems Ltd. He is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of 
the Microsoft.   
  
In August 1997, Business India named Dr. Mashelkar as being among the 50 path-breakers 

in the post- Independent India.  In 1998, Dr. Mashelkar won the JRD Tata Corporate 

Leadership Award, the first scientist to win it.  In June, 1999, Business India did a cover 

story on Dr. Mashelkar as "CEO OF CSIR Inc.", a dream that he himself had articulated, when 

he took over as DG, CSIR in July 1995. On 16 November 2005, he received the Business Week 

(USA) award of ‘Stars of Asia’ at the hands of George Bush (Sr.), the former President of USA. 

He was the first Asian Scientist to receive it.  

 

Dr. Mashelkar has been propagating a culture of innovation and balanced intellectual 

property rights regime for over a decade. It was through his sustained and visionary 

campaign that growing awareness of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) has dawned on 

Indian academics, researches and corporates. He spearheaded the successful challenge to 

the US patent on the use of turmeric for wound healing and also the patent on Basmati rice. 

These landmark cases have set up new paradigms in the protection of India's traditional 

knowledge base, besides leading to the setting up of India's first Traditional Knowledge 

Digital Library. In turn, at an international level, this has led to the initiation of the change of 

the International Patent Classification System to give traditional knowledge its rightful 

place. As Chairman of the Standing Committee on Information Technology of World 

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), as a member of the International Intellectual 

Property Rights Commission of UK Government and as Vice Chairman on Commission in 

Intellectual Property Rights, Innovation and Public Health (CIPIH) set up by World Health 

Organization (WHO), he brought new perspectives on the issue of IPR and the developing 

world concerns. 

 

Dr. Mashelkar has won over 50 awards and medals, thirty universities have honoured him 

with honorary doctorates, which include Universities of London, Salford, Pretoria, 

Wisconsin and Delhi. The President of India honoured Dr. Mashelkar with Padmashri (1991) 

and with Padmabhushan (2000), which are two of the highest civilian honours in 

recognition of his contribution to nation building.  
 

---- 
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Thulani Mavuso 

Mr Thulani Mavuso is the Chief Operations Officer of the 

Department of Science and Technology and among other 

functions he is responsible for analysing trends in global and 

national issues relevant to science and technology policies. Prior 

to his appointment in November 2011 he was the Chief of Staff 

for the Minister of Science and Technology from May 2009. He 

joined the public service in March 2005 as Director in the 

Department of Education. Mr Mavuso spent ten years of his 

working life in Higher Education Institutions from 1995-2005 in 

various roles and these include Vista University, Technikon 

Witwatersrand and the last being the Deputy Registrar in the Faculty of Commerce, Law and 

Management at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

Mr Mavuso holds a Bachelors degree from the then Vista University, which was later 

incorporated to the University of Johannesburg. He also holds a Management Advancement 

Programme (MAP) qualification from the University of the Witwatersrand and various 

executive management qualifications from the business schools of Stellenbosch and Wits 

University. 

---- 

Dr. Pierre Mohnen 
Professorial Fellow, United Nations  
 
Pierre Mohnen is Professor of microeconometrics of 

technical change at Maastricht University, a Professorial 

Fellow at UNU-MERIT and an Associated Fellow at 

CIRANO, Canada.  He has an MA in economics from the 

Catholic University of Louvain and a PhD in economics 

from New York University. His research deals mainly with 

the measurement, the determinants, the effects and the 

interrelationships of R&D, innovation, ICT, competition and productivity, and the 

effectiveness of R&D tax incentives and R&D subsidies.  

 

He currently coordinates the micro-based evidence research on innovation and 

technological change at UNU-MERIT and sits on various scientific/advisory committees 

(ZEW, Wissenschaftsstatistik GmbH, IHERD programme at the OECD). He has done 

consulting work for the OECD, the European Commission, the Inter-American Development 

Bank, and various Canadian and European government departments. 



 

12 

 

Govindan Parayil 

Vice-Rector, United Nations University (UNU) 

Director, United Nations University Institute Of Advanced 

Studies (UNU-IAS) 

 
Professor Govindan Parayil, an Indian national, joined United 

Nations University as Vice-Rector in August 2008, and as 

Director of United Nations University Institute of Advanced 

Studies in January 2009. He currently serves as both Director 

of UNU-IAS and Vice-Rector of UNU. Prior to joining the UNU, 

he had been serving as full Professor with the Centre for 

Technology, Innovation and Culture, University of Oslo 

(Norway) since 2004, where his research focus was on 

science, technology innovation and sustainability. Prior to that, he was the Head of the 

Information and Communications Management Programme and member of the Faculty of 

Arts & Social Sciences of the Hong Kong University o f Science and Technology from 1994 to 

2001. His previous academic affiliations include Cornell University, Illinois Institute of 

Technology and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

 

Professor Parayil holds a Bachelor of Science degree (Electrical Engineering) from the 

University of Calicut (India), a Master of Science degree (Science, Technology and Values) 

from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (USA), a Master of Arts degree (Development 

Economics) from American University (USA). He has authored and edited four books, and 

written over forty book chapters and articles in international refereed journals. He is active 

in research and advocacy work in science, technology and innovation for sustainable 

societies.   

 

---- 

 

Imraan Patel 
Deputy Director-General: Socio-Economic Partnerships 

South African Department of Science and Technology 

 

A public policy and strategy manager with a focus on 

innovation, sustainability, social and economic development, 

and public management and governance.  

Employed since 2006 at the South African Department of 

Science and Technology, he currently holds the position of 

Deputy Director-General: Socio-Economic Partnerships and 
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represents the department on the social and economic clusters of government, the advisory 

committee for the Green Fund, the steering committee of the Employment Creation Fund. 

At the DST, he is responsible for strategically driving a portfolio of investments and policies 

that support social and economic development through science and technology.  

Areas of focus include Information and Communications Technologies, Sector Development, 

Climate Change and Biodiversity, Environmental Goods and Services, Advanced 

Manufacturing, Mining and minerals beneficiation, and Innovation for Poverty Alleviation.  

---- 

 

Caroline Paunov 

Caroline Paunov is an Economist at the Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry at 

the OECD. She is responsible for the OECD project on “Innovation and Knowledge for 

Inclusive Development.” Currently she is also in charge of a project on national intellectual 

property rights systems in emerging countries. She is an active supporter of the “innovative” 

web-based Innovation Policy Platform project!! Caroline has also worked on the impacts of 

the global crises on innovation as part of her work on the Science, Technology and Industry 

Outlook 2012.  

Her academic research focuses mainly on micro-

econometric analysis of the impacts of foreign direct 

investment, import competition and intermediate 

imports on firms’ productivity and innovation 

performance. She has published in the Journal of 

Development Economics and Research Policy. 

Previously she worked for the World Bank, the United 

Nations and cooperated on various projects for the 

public sectors in Brazil, Spain and Germany. She holds 

an B.A. and M.A. from the University of Oxford, an MSc from the University Pompeu Fabra 

and a PhD in Economics from the University of London.  

---- 
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Fernando Santiago, Ph.D 
Senior Program Officer, Innovation For Inclusive 
Development 
International Development Research Centre 
 

Fernando Santiago is an Economist with 15 years of 

experience in research, government, independent consulting 

and international development. He holds a PhD in Economics 

and Policy Studies of Technical Change from UNU-

MERIT/University of Maastricht, The Netherlands and, an MSc 

in Science and Technology Policy from SPRU/University of 

Sussex. He is a Senior Program Officer at the International 

Development Research Centre (IDRC) in Canada.  
 

As part of the program Innovation for Inclusive Development, he supports projects involving 

research and research capacity building on innovation, inclusiveness and development in 

Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. His research interests and published work focus 

on developing countries and include broad aspects of science, technology and innovation 

policy, innovation systems and economic development, the contribution of human resources 

management practices to technological capability accumulation at the firm level, and 

innovation in pharmaceuticals.  
 

---- 

Yonah Seleti has worked as an academic, heritage expert and 

policy maker and implementer. As an academic he obtained his 

doctorate from the University of Dalhousie, Nova Scotia, Canada. 

He has taught at the Universities of Zambia, Lesotho and Natal.  He 

has also been visiting professor at the universities of Tulane (New 

Orleans) and Roskilde (Denmark).  He has published on history, 

peace and strategic studies, heritage, indigenous knowledge 

systems and science and technology.  He has also served on 

ministerial committees such as the History Committee under 

Minister of Education Kader Asmal and also the Ministerial committee on the development 

of the National Curriculum Statement for FET.  He has also served on Technical teams that 

drafted the Heritage Transformation Charter and the Library and Information Services 

Charter under the auspices of the Department of Arts and Culture. Currently,  

He served as Heritage Manager at the Freedom Park Trust from 2004-06 playing a leading 

role in the conceptualisation of Skhumbuto and Xabo.  He  is currently serving as Chief 

Director at the Department of Science and Technology (South Africa) responsible for 
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interfacing Indigenous Knowledge Systems in the National System of Innovation of South 

Africa.  

Under his leadership the following milestones have been mainstreamed in the NSI, two 

research chairs in African Traditional Medicines and Indigenous Knowledge Systems, two 

IKS based laboratories at the Medical Research Council and the Nelson Mandela Medical 

School of the University of KwaZulu-Natal ;  an IKS Bioprospecting platform bringing 

together science councils, universities and knowledge holders; integration of IKS into the 

Grand challenge on the Bioeconomy, the formation of the  African Young scientist Initiative 

on climate Change and IKS, the National Recordal System to capture IK in communities in 

Kwazulu-Natal and the Bachelor of Indigenous knowledge Systems earmarked for the 

Universities of Venda, Limpopo, Walter Sisulu, North West and KwaZulu-Natal.  He 

participates as a leader of the African Group in the world Intellectual Property Organisation 

Intergovernmental Committee on the protection of Genetic Resources, Traditional 

Knowledge and Folklore. He is recently served  on the Ministerial Task Team to review the 

Ministerial Review Committee Report of 2012. 

--- 

Professor Aldo Stroebel is Director International Academic Programmes, Office of the Vice- 

Chancellor and Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for 

Sustainable Agriculture, Rural Development and Extension, 

University of the Free State (UFS), South Africa. In March 2013, he 

will be taking up a position at the National Research Foundation 

(NRF) as Executive Director International Relations and 

Cooperation. He is an accomplished leader in agricultural and rural 

development, focusing on smallholder farming systems in Africa. 

His academic standing is confirmed by his recent election as one of 

20 Founding Members of the South African Young Academy of 

Science (SAYAS), where he also serves on the Executive. He 

qualified with BSc and Hons degrees from the University of 

Pretoria, South Africa and a Masters degree from the University of Ghent, Belgium before 

researching for his PhD at UFS and Cornell University, USA. He completed postdoctoral work 

at Wageningen University, The Netherlands. Previously, he has held positions at the 

University of Pretoria and the NRF. He has published more than 80 journal articles, book 

chapters and research reports, and has supervised a number of PhD and Masters students. 

He has consulted for inter alia the World Bank, the IUCN and LuxAid, and has received major 

grants from the WK Kellogg-, Mellon- and Rockefeller Foundations. He serves as Vice-

President and President-elect of the Southern African Research and Innovation Management 

Association, member of Higher Education South Africa’s (HESA) Research and Innovation 

Strategy Group, and as Council Member of the SA National Member Organisation of the 
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International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Austria. During 2010, he served 

as President of the International Network of Research Management Societies (INORMS) 

Conference. 

--- 

Bart Verspaagen 

Director of UNU-Merit  

Director Dean of the Maastricht Graduate School of 

Governance  
 

Bart Verspagen is an economist specialised in the economics 

of  technological change. He did his undergraduate studies at 

the University of Limburg (now called Maastricht University) 

in Maastricht, the Netherlands, from 1984 - 1988. After that, 

he obtained a PhD degree from the same university in 1992. 

During the five years after that, he held a scholarship from the Royal Netherlands Academy 

of Arts and Sciences (KNAW). His workplace is the Economics Department of Maastricht 

University, as well as the research institute UNU-Merit in Maastricht. At the university, he 

holds the chair of International Economics.  

 

Verspagen's research interests are fairly broad. The centre area is the process of economic 
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