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PROVISIONS ON PURPOSE 

 

Most co-operation agreements refer to two broad purposes. 

 Contribute to the effective enforcement of each party’s competition law through co-operation and co-

ordination. This usually refers to co-operation and co-ordination of enforcement activities. However, 

some agreements [e.g. Canada-Mexico (2001), Mexico-US (2000), Brazil-US (1999)] also cover co-

operation on technical assistance. 

 Avoid or lessen the risk of conflicts in the application of each party’s competition laws, by providing 

for various co-operation schemes including notifications, co-ordination or comity. 

  

Competition co-operation and enforcement 

INVENTORY OF CO-OPERATION AGREEMENTS 

This document contains the text of the provisions on purpose taken from the 2021 Inventory 
of Co-operation Agreements prepared by the OECD Competition Committee. This document 
includes: 

• A short description of the provision which clarifies similarities and differences between 
agreements, as well as any innovative or unique features in a particular agreement.  

• Relevant language from the 2014 OECD Recommendation concerning International  
Co-operation on Competition Investigations and Proceedings.  

• A list of the relevant provisions in co-operation agreements. The agreements are listed 
in reverse chronological order, so that readers can see if wording has changed between 
agreements.  

The full inventory, the OECD Recommendation and accompanying documents can be found 
online at www.oecd.org/competition/inventory-competition-agreements.htm. 

http://www.oecd.org/competition/inventory-competition-agreements.htm
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Relevant provisions in the 2014 OECD Recommendation on international co-operation 

Commitment to Effective International Co-operation 

II. RECOMMENDS that Adherents commit to effective international co-operation and take appropriate steps to minimise 

direct or indirect obstacles or restrictions to effective enforcement co-operation between competition authorities. 

To this end, Adherents should aim inter alia to: 

1. minimise the impact of legislation and regulations that might have the effect of restricting co-operation between 

competition authorities or hindering an investigation or proceeding of other Adherents, such as legislation and regulations 

prohibiting domestic enterprises or individuals from co-operating in an investigation or proceeding conducted by competition 

authorities of other Adherents; 

2. make publicly available sufficient information on their substantive and procedural rules, including those relating to 

confidentiality, by appropriate means with a view to facilitating mutual understanding of how national enforcement systems 

operate; and 

3. minimise inconsistencies between their leniency or amnesty programmes that adversely affect co-operation. 

 

Relevant provisions in co-operation agreements 

EU-Switzerland (2013) 

Article 1 Purpose 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to contribute to the effective enforcement of the competition laws of each Party through 

cooperation and coordination, including the exchange of information, between the competition authorities of the Parties and to 

avoid or lessen the possibility of conflicts between the Parties in all matters concerning the application of the competition laws of 

each Party. 

 

EU-Korea (2009) 

Article 1 Purpose and Definitions 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to contribute to the effective enforcement of the competition laws of each Party through 

promoting cooperation and coordination between the competition authorities of the Parties and to avoid or lessen the possibility of 

conflicts between the Parties in all matters pertaining to the application of the competition laws of each Party. 

 

Canada-Japan (2005) 

Article I  

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to contribute to the effective enforcement of the competition law of each country 

through the development of cooperative relationships between the competition authorities of the Parties and to avoid or minimize 

the possibility of conflicts between the Parties arising from the application of the competition law of each country. 

 



 

EU-Japan (2003) 

Article 1  

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to contribute to the effective enforcement of the competition laws of each Party through 

promoting cooperation and coordination between the competition authorities of the Parties and to avoid or lessen the possibility of 

conflicts between the Parties in all matters pertaining to the application of the competition laws of each Party. 

 

Canada-Mexico (2001) 

Article I Purpose and definitions 

1. The purposes of this Agreement are to promote cooperation, including both enforcement activities and technical assistance 

initiatives, to promote coordination between the competition authorities of the Parties, to avoid conflicts arising from the 

application of the Parties' competition laws and to minimize the impact of differences on their respective important interests. 

 

Mexico-US (2000) 

Article I Purpose and Definitions 

1. The purposes of this Agreement are to promote cooperation, including both enforcement and technical cooperation, and 

coordination between the competition authorities of the Parties, to avoid conflicts arising from the application of the Parties' 

competition laws, and to minimize the impact on their respective important interests of any differences that may arise. 

 

Japan-US (1999) 

Article I  

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to contribute to the effective enforcement of the competition laws of each country 

through the development of cooperative relationships between the competition authorities of each Party. The competition 

authorities of the Parties shall, in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, cooperate with and provide assistance to each 

other in their enforcement activities, to the extent compatible with their respective Party's important interests. 

 

Brazil-US (1999) 

Article I Purpose and Definitions 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to promote cooperation, including both enforcement and technical cooperation, between 

the competition authorities of the Parties, and to ensure that the Parties give careful consideration to each other's important 

interests in the application of their competition laws. 

 



 

Canada-EU (1999) 

I. Purpose and definitions 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to promote cooperation and coordination between the competition authorities of the 

Parties and to lessen the possibility or impact of differences between the Parties in the application of their competition laws. 

 

Israel-US (1999) 

Article I Purpose and Definitions 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to promote cooperation and coordination between the competition authorities of the 

Parties, to avoid conflicts arising from the application of the Parties' competition laws and to minimize the impact of differences on 

their respective important interests. 

 

Canada-US (1995) 

Article I Purpose and definitions 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to promote cooperation and coordination between the competition authorities of the 

Parties, to avoid conflicts arising from the application of the Parties' competition laws and to minimize the impact of differences on 

their respective important interests, and, in addition, to establish a framework for cooperation and coordination with respect to 

enforcement of deceptive marketing practices laws. 

 

EU-US (1991) 

Article I Purpose and Definitions 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to promote cooperation and coordination and lessen the possibility or impact of 

differences between the Parties in the application of their competition laws. 

 


