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Pressures on West African land:  
Reconciling development and investment policies 

Bamako (Mali), 9 December 2009 
 

 
The Secretariat of the Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC/OECD) led a regional dialogue with key stakeholders on 
commercial pressures on West African land and related dynamics. The conference was held within the 25th 
Annual Meeting of the Food Crisis Prevention Network (RPCA), co-organised by the CILSS (Permanent Interstate 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel) from 8 to 11December 2009 in Bamako. 
 

Among the issues raised are ongoing land reform processes, traditional property and land access rights versus 
commercial rights, food security of host countries and investors, etc. Some participants emphasized the need "to 
refuse any investment that could lead to the displacement of rural populations", without legal framework which 
foresees compensation. 
 

The objective of the meeting was to develop a roadmap for West Africa aiming to raise awareness among 
leaders and develop frameworks respectful of human rights, the economic, land and social environment for 
investment in West African land. A large diversity of stakeholders participated in this event, including 
representatives of regional organisations (ECOWAS, UEMOA, the African Union and the CILSS); national and 
regional parliamentarians, development partners, producers’ organisations, research centres and international 
institutions, (e.g. the International Land Coalition - ILC). Outcomes of the meeting will also contribute to the ILC’s 
global initiative on "Commercial Pressures on Land".  
 

The session chaired by the UN Special Rapporteur of the Right to Food, Professor Olivier de Schutter, analysed 
some cases of investment and land reforms applying a human rights-based approach and the 11 principles that 
he has recently formulated. The overall goal is to reach a consensus at the regional level which takes into 
account local specificities and national processes. The opportunities and risks related to this wave of large-scale 
investments in agricultural land were highlighted. Moreover, it was emphasized that the nature of the 
phenomenon also needs to be addressed at the national level and not exclusively at the international level. 
According to Mr. Laurent Bossard, SWAC/OECD Director a. i., "The issue must be tackled through more effective 
governance of land issues by the West African States as well as the establishment of a framework for responsible 
international investments". He underlined that "West Africa has the opportunity to take the lead in establishing a 
co-ordinated response to commercial pressures on land." 
 

While respecting the sovereignty of national land policies, supporting States to take advantage of investment 
opportunities and manage potential risks as well as promoting synergies between States at the regional level, 
the participating institutions agreed to: 
 

 Engage in joint initiatives aiming at deepening the understanding of land issues and explore possibilities 
to set-up a monitoring/information system on investments in land;  

 Promote/facilitate consultations, exchanges and co-operation between West African States and the 
inclusion of civil society actors in the debate;  

 Develop regional capacities to provide support to national land policies and strengthen negotiation 
capacities of host states.  

 
 

The Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC/OECD) 
 

The OECD’s policy dialogue is also developing at a regional level, in particular through the work of the Sahel and West Africa Club 
(SWAC) which plays a bridging role as an interface between West African actors and OECD member countries. Together with 
regional institutions, governments, business and civil society organisations, the SWAC promotes the regional dimension of 
development, supports the formulation and implementation of joint or intergovernmental policies and thereby contributes to 
mobilising and strengthening West African capacities. It has extensive experience in West African land issues and is currently 
conducting a regional study on investment-friendly regulation frameworks for land transactions. 
 

> learn more: www.westafricaclub.org | www.oecd.org/swac/land  | > contact: marie.tremolieres@oecd.org  
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